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IN RE: PETITIONS FOR SPECIAL BEFORE THE

EXCEPTION AND ZONING VARIANCE
CORNER SW/S OF YORK ROAD AND
NW/S OF WEST ROAD (1050 YORK
ROAD) 9TH ELECTION DISTRICT

ZONING COMMISSIOWEP
OF BALTIMORE CouUNTY -

CASE NO. 90-156-SPHA

HILLTOP SERVICE CORPORATION,
PETITIONER

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

The Petitioner her .n requests approval of a

Crematorium as an accessory use to a funeral establishment

pursuant to zoning Folicy No. BEM-6, and variance from Section

238.2 of the Baltimore County Zoning Regulations (BCZR) to

rmit a zero foot side yard set back in a BR zone in lieu of

to allow an accessory underground gas

pe
the required 30 feet and

tank and pump with a side yard setback of two feet and a rear

rd setback of 10 feet, both in lieu of the required 30 feet;

to permit a front yard set back of

ya

and from Secticn 238.1

§ feat in lieu of the required 25 feet, all of which are more

particularly deccribed in petitioner's Exhibit 1.

The Petitioner was reprelented by John B. Howard,

Esquire and Robert A. Hoffman, Esquire, who appeared and
s’

proffered testigpony. Also appearing on behalf of the

Petitioner were; Ken Robinson, the manufacturer of the

crematorium equipment; George E. Gavrelis, an expert land

planner; and Michael W. Kendall, from the Department of

Eavironmental Protection and Resource Management. Michael J.

Ruck, Vice President of the Hilltop Service Corporation,

2. Utilizatio>n of services provided by the subject

creamatorius shall be substantislly limited to private, non-

commercial reguests by customers of the Ruck Funeral Homes in

the ordinary course of business. Cresation shall not beccme a

‘primary use® conducted from the subject site nor shall the

service be coffered to funeral homes other than the Ruck

Funeral Homes more fregquently than sixty (60) times per year.

3. Upon reguest and reasonable notice, the
Petitioner shall permit a representative of the 2oning
Enforcement Divisicn to make an inspection of the subject

property to insure compliance with this Order.
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appeared as representative of the Petitioner. There-were no
protestants. - . o

Testimony indicated that the subject property, zoned

.- BR, is located on the corner of York and west Roads in Towson.

and is improved with a funeral establishment known as the Ruck
Funeral Home in Towson. Mr. Hoffman proffered that the
Petitioner, in order to meet the increasing demand for |
cremation as a mean- of disposition from Rnck's three
locations, proposes to construct a 1,054 square foot addition

to an existing garage and storage area to house a crematorium.

" Mr. Hoffman indicated that the size and use of the crematorium

would be accessory to the principal funaral home use under the
definition cited in Section 101.of the BCZR. He also
introduced a site plan (Petitioner’s Exhibit No. 1) and
elevation drawings (Petitioner’s Exhibit No. 2) reflecting the
gize and scope of the proposed building to support this
statement. Mr. Kendall of DEPRM provided testimony that the
equipment to be used in the facility would exceed the minimum
air quality standards of his department and has recommended
the issuance of the regquired State air gquality permit.

Mr. Gavrelis stated that even though the .rematorium
could have been physically located elsewhere on the property
without the need for variances under the BCZR, the proposed
location was the least intrusive to adjacent properties and
roadways. Mr. Gavrelis further stated that underground

gasoline tanks and pumps would have to be moved to accommodate

Baltimore County

e Commiss
Office of Planning & Zoning
Towson, Maryland 21204
(301) 8873253

J. Robert Haines

November 29, 1989

John B. Howard, Esquire
Robert A.Hoffman

P.0. Box 5517

210 Allegheny Avenue
Towson, Maryland 21204

RE: PETITION FOR SPECIAL HEARING
Hilltop Service Corporation, Petitioner
Case No. 90-156-SPHA

Gentlemen:

gEnclosed please find a copy of the decision rendered in the above
captioned matter. The petitions for Special Hearing and Zoning Variance

have been granted.

In the event any party finds the decision rendered unfavorable, any

party may file an appeal to the County Board of Appeals within thirty {(30)

days from the date of this Order. For further information on filing an
appeal, please contact Ms. Charlotte Radcliffe at 887-3391.

Zoning Commissioner
for Baltimore County

JEH : mmn
cc: Peoples Counsel
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the cremato

LAST NAME OF usNER: RUCY,, iuc;f

rium and that the proposed location for the tanksk

and pumps was also the least intrusive site available._.To

site the cremaaorium, tanks, or pumps elsewhere would create

 an undue hardship or practical difficulty on the Petitioner. ‘

After reviewing the evidence presented, it appears

that the request to build a crematorium as an accessory use to

the funeral establishment should be approved. The proposed
expansion would not be detrimental to the health, safety, or
general welfare of the locality, will not tend to create |

congestion in roads, streets, or alleys; will not create a

potential hazard, tend to overcrowd land, or cause an undue
concentration of pc;alat ion; will not interfere with the
adequate provisions of public facilities or the adeguate light
and air; will not be inconsistent with the impermeable surface.
and vegetative retention provisions of the BCZR or with the
purpose of the property zoning classification; and will not in

any other way be inconsistent with the spirit and intent of

the BCIR.

Furthermore, based upon the testimony and evidence
presented at the hearing, in the opinion of the Zoning
Commissioner, the variance relief requested sufficiently
complies with the requirements of Section 307 of the BCZR and,
therefore,-should be granted. There is no evidence in the
record that the subject variance would adversely affect the

health, safety and/or general welfare of the public, and
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strict complianca with ths BCIR would result in practical

-difficulty and/or undue hardship uvpon the Petitioner.

Pursuant to the advertisesant, posting of the

' property and public hearing on these patitions held, and for

" the reasons given above, tha approvals requested by the

Petitioner should be GRANTED.
THEREFORE, 1T IS ORDERED by tg,i toning Commissioner

‘of Baltimore County, Maryland, thiaciﬁ?day of Novaahor, 1989,

that the Petition to allow a crematorium as an accessory use
to a funeral establishment pursuant to Zoning Policy Ne.

BM-6, and Petition for setback variances in accordance with
petitioners Exhibit 1, are hereby Granted, from and after the
date of this Order, sutject, however, to the following
restrictions, which are conditions precedent to the relief
Granted hersin.

1. The Petitioner may apply for his building permit
and be granted same upon receipt of this Order; however,
Petitioner is hereby made aware that proceeding at this time
is at his own risk until such time as the 30 day appellate
process from this Order has expired. If, for whatever reason,
this Order is reversed, the Petitioner would be regquired to

return, and be responsible for returning, said property to its

original condition.

Baltimore County

Zoning Commissioner
Office of Planning & Zoning
Towson, Maryland 21204
(301) 857-2353

J. Robert Haines
Zoning Commissionar

October 23, 1989

BILLING CORRECTION

Hilltop Service Corporation
1050 York Road

Towson, Maryland 21204

Re: Case Number: 90-156-SPHA

Petitioner(s): Hilltop Service Coryoration

Dear Petjitioners:

Please disregard our pricr billing dated October 17, 1989. “he coviect

amount of the advertis s <
o ing and posting charses for the Lbhovz case is

Again, the sign(s) and post(s) sh
tho Bate of the bommias (s) should e returned and these Pharges paid co

Pl ; z - '
ease allow me tu apclcgiae for any invonverience the incorrect hilling may

have caused.

Very truly yours,

.,s z//

T S e
/.~ Go~G. Stephen:

Zoning Office

{301) 887-3391

cc: John B. Howard, Esq.

b
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Land Planning & Development Consuliants
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-y  al e ol s .

. .RucK; " Vice-Presxis "Michiel J. ‘ﬁ'ﬁék‘,"ﬁéé‘-‘presiqe‘nt or less, thence leaving seid polzt of beginning and the

description referred to the deed miridian in Liber R.R.i¥.'; Jr.

(1) South 12 dszzces 24 minutes 30 sacondz West 71.62 f.eet“. and

Attorney for Petitioner: thence (2) South 56 degrees 05 wiautes 29 seconds West 386.72.

City and State ’ o running and birnding on seid right-of-way line, the six following .

Attorney's Telephone No.: .823z411L ...  .210.Allegheny,  Avenue 823-4111

216 A1 EDRAT. 2l . ] _ ‘ Ao Towaos, M- Z1504mmn i ) | | courses and distances, viz: (3) MNorth 33 degrees 54 minutes 31

tract purchaser of representative £ bs contacted
21204 aeeamanees ,,10*&:;3...-H.CM&I:.G....ES.Q.‘H-.I'.G.--.-----.- | | or less. | | o |
‘ o _ cohenv - ' Avenue 823-4111 _ THIS pxsmmos HAS BEEN PREPARED WOR ZONING PURPOSES ONLY | ORDERED By The Zoning Commissioner of Baltimore County, ¢his 20
Atorne's Telaphons No - BARALE A~ .m*g&ﬁiiiﬁi%g-;{éa$E°;;-ﬁ&--- : | AND IS NOT INTEMDED TO BE USED FOR CONVETANCE. R e 10..87 that the subject matter of 4his potition be advertised, s

‘ Zoning Law of Baitim & Page 1 of 2
ORDERED By The Zoning Commissoner of Baltimore County, fhis IR o> ZPUU . { ning Law of Baltimore County, in 4wo newspapers of general clrculation through .:.

ut Baltimore County, thet property be posted, and that the public hearing be had before the Zonin
. ; : . tion be advertised, as o FEE g
1’ 'fogq EE?E e 8’2_’ that the subject mﬁ% 0{:"501}133 :;ﬂ ) glrc:ﬂ:ﬁ:: theough- | Our Job No. 89061 (L89061) Commissioner of.-?ﬂtknore County in Room 108, County Office Building in Towson, Baltimore
: ; nfn-z
3

ing be had before the Zo . o )
l.";?ty, on the . 4 ame day of . %"’ - 19,22, at Z‘.:i:.‘f o'clock

but Baltimors Courty, that property b posted, ?0 e i_ O rowson, Batttmore
. o.M, ) ‘
' ' : ,

.Tmson.;narxlmd

seconds West 203.63 feet, thence {4) North 03 degrees 03 minutes
City and State ‘

32 seconds East 107.56 feet, thence (5) North 58 degrees 39

June 9, 1989
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o TR A e

E ORCHARD HILLS ‘ | : ~~ Zoning Commissioner - -
t5" COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION, INC. e ' 4 . | _ ;e Office of Planning & Zoning
IP.?h.e B‘?I); ho: land 21093 T ; L - o | - el L & 7o Towson, Maryland 21204
I uthervitie, Marylan , : S LT A o : - : S ' : R SR ’
' B o S october 25, 1989 ; ' (301) 887:3333
COUNTY OFFICE BLDG. ooy ‘ Lol : o 'J. Robert Haines

111 W. Chesspeake Ave. : "; .« Zoning Commissioner
Towson, Maryland 31204 TR .

PETITIONER(S) SIGN-IN SHEET

. PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

b s 2o el v

1
ﬁijvW* E&hﬁhﬁﬂg [ \Qg{ —
A oyt W &
G . Gairelies D 2rpf. s Bre 2200 B Bl e, T |
- 0 ig Qfl _ _ Eaat Pennsylvania Avenue . ' _ . : B . - o g : .RE: Item No. 12, Case N . 90-156-A .
\QJLMSM ' 0'8 1 A7 '/[]ag; ' L ~ Towson, Maryland 21204 o « - — o R ‘ . Peie:l;.‘tizner: Lef)ﬁarg J. Ruck, et al
f%-;,. /Zrue‘.k ?ﬂh a2y — ! f;ﬁ?":JLeﬂ LIS 8 ﬁhﬂ;\;ﬁ (\ QD Deac Mc. Gavrells  + - PE: Ruck Funeral Home =~ : .  rucess of - ] S Petition for g;g(i:rglvgn{zi:gz; and
i "o f A . : . . Ce C torl ~ Engineerin .
MQ‘&Q‘Q O‘l&' O\\d& Q\ F)Q—/ Ql Qb- B LLJQM \} \ " ‘UL ) &%ﬂ. : : - : J;;mzaggs‘im S o ﬁe:art:e:tg‘?t .
PE ; ,LJ %4,;( (E g’ ! G . aw GW‘%\; ‘“,j,x. e ‘ . Traffic Engineering
S [

October 16, 1989

a0  John B. Howard, Esquire
210 Allegheny Avenue _ -
Towson, MD. 21204

e G I R AL A By R R

r

Dear Mr. Howard:

By thls letter, with reference to the Ruck Funeral Home’s plan to. State Roads Cowwission The Zoning Plans' Advisory - Committee has reviewed the plans

:r\:t%ll‘::h:l‘;w%lu lnllﬂt gﬁ::?:;ug;ic?;llzn?m?n?. l:flalug:; lot:aspt;or:hf oégé :""': of ‘ submitted with the above referenced petition. The following

" walver request from belng granted. . ' i ire Prevention comments are not intended to indicate .the appropriateness of

! Health Departmont the zoninc action requested, but to assure that all parties ere

made aware of plans or problems with regard to the development

plans that may have a bearing on this case. Director of

Planning may file a written report with the Zoning Commissioner

with recommendations as to the suitability of the requested
zoning. - :

N

Your petition has been received and accepted for filing this

We wish to thank you and Mr. Mlchael Ruck for arranging the meeting | Froject Planning

at Ruck’s Towson location on Tuesday, September 12, 1989, - 20th day of SePtEMb?:' 1983.

.- Bullding Department

B e TR

Board of Education

The Ruck personnel and Mr. Kenneth Robinson of Industrial
Engineerlng and Equipment, Inc. satisfactorily addressed our concerns
and answered all our questions. We appreclate the opportunity to meet Industrial
with you, : Developmant

- rtaning Adminjscration

£ 2 Sy

- N

Enclosed are all comments submitted from the members of the
Committee at this time that offer or request information on
your petition. If similar comments from the remaining members -
are received, I will forward them to you. Otherwise, any
comment that is not informative will be placed in the hearing
file. This petition was accepted for filing on the date of the
enclosed filing certificate and a hearing . scheduled

Sincerely, : '__ _ accordingly.
IT WOULD BE APPRECIATED IF YOU WOULD RETURN YOUR WRITTEN

n‘?&?ﬁ}Z:"~;ﬂ{;éfzdaﬁﬁfi’§-4£Z-4§.7 COMMENTS TO MY OFFICE, ATTENTION JULIE WINIARSKI. IF YOU HAVE

Al Iy ‘gj)@ 3 Stephanie .*. Boblooch Eﬁ;‘ . ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING THIS, PLEASE CONTACT HER AT 887-3391.
1eAN b5 President
o ' v truly yours,
EXHIBIT_3 _  Zwfsy | s
Elalpne D. s‘ﬂyth ', M

Vice-President ; - ' S E. DYER
o Chairman

Zoning Plans Advisory Committee

(], foloy e

. ROUBERT HAINES
ZOWING COMMISSIONER

Should you have any questions, please do not hestltate to coniact
us at 296-3017.

Received By:

e, QP
chfirman, v

Zoning Plans Advisory Committee

S 1 A R, T SRR T U R T I

Petitioner: Leonard J. Ruck, et al

Occhard Hills Community
Assoclation, Inc. s _ JED:jw

Petitioner's Attorney: John B. Howard

Enclosures

o A i e 1o bt e e A 2 e b PR CSESTIRSAT VS . ST

cc1 Mr. Michael Ruck e cc: Mr. Michael J. Ruck
1050 York Road : Hilltop Service Corp.
Towson, Maryland 21204 n 1050 York Road

Towson, MD 21214

R T SRR SRR

JULY 24, 1988

B S i brtrireat S
MARYLAND AN Maryland Department of iansportation , lﬁ‘d"-‘ﬂﬁ WA N
5 S Srate Highway Administration Agministrator (. ﬂAﬁ‘

Richard H. Trainor

Maryland Department of Transportation Secretary

State Highway Administration Hal Kassoff J. Robert Haines
Administrator . zoning Commissioner

o ‘ ‘ S\ . office of Planning and Zoning
ZO‘N{N‘J ﬁ Baltimore County Office Building
Towson, MD 21204

TROM: pat Keller, Deputy pirector _ Avgust 7, 1989
office of Planning and Zoning : Mr. J. Robert Haines Re: .
Zoning Commissioner e: Baltimore County
County Office Building guck Funeral Home
Towson, Maryland 21204 w?;igg meeting 7/25/89 .
Zoning Meeting of 7-25-89 Att: James Dyer VD 4sork Road Item No.:
W/S York Road (MD 45) ]
North of West Road : ?223‘*% West Road Gentlemen:

BALTIMOR E COUNTY, A
/e

I LER-OFFICE CORRESPONDERCE L ayG 29 1389

TO: J. Robert Haines DATE: October 31, 1989

J c '
Zoning cgmmiss;one ; August 23, 19839

RE: Property Owner: PETITIONER: HILLTOP SERVICE CORP.

UBJECT: Leonard J. Ruck, Inc.. J0Ef 12 ot . Location: CORNER OF SW/S OF YORK ROAD

i Commissioner
s a Variance for reljef from setback Zoning

County Office Building
1 Hearing to approve the accessory use of Towson, Maryland 21204

Baltimore County

Ruck Feneral Home zoning Agenda: JULY 25, 1989

The Petitioner reque§t
requirements, and a Specia

a crematorium. A Attn: Mr. James Dyer (Item #12)

um adjacent to the 1-695
nerate any conflicts with sight
fered due to existing

The location T e
right-of-way does not arpe
digtance, visibility, etc. This area is buf
vegetation and changes in topography.

Based upon analysis conducted and information provided, staft

recommends approval of the Petitioner's request subject to the

following:
as lying within the existing and proposed

- The cross-hatched arest <Y e of property) should be landscaped.

parking lot {on north we

- ©Parking light standards should not exceed 12 feet in height
and directed towards the parking lot area.

ndicating
- ral elevations for the crematorium 1
simiii?iégiiging design and materials as the funeril home, should
be provided and approved as part of the Zoning variance.

- staff has major concerns regardig? thepzﬁtggatéggggfsg:iig}gg
and the storage tank on the pro .

ggisﬁ%ﬂii prior to removal and the proposed location lei;ctzoning

location) should be shown on the s@te plan approved gy at?on n

commissioner. staff would assist in review of this loc

deemed appropriate.

an shall be reviewed and approved by the County

1
- A 1andscape O to the issuance of building permits.

Landscape Planner prior

i if this office can
e should be any further guestions or
provigetgggitional jnformation, please contact Jeffrey Long in tke

office of planning at 887-3211.

PK:ggl

~.90/156 I|h)31 F}nld JWW&W P/LL ,\,ﬂﬁg_' MY O 1 B9
Yo (elloe—

Dear Mr. Haines:

This plan has been reviewed by our Project Development
Section and we offer the following comment.

Currently our planned improvements of the Baltimore Beltway
do not impact this gite, however, a8 traffic volumes in?rease,
movements may be restricted at West Road/ramp intersection and
possible restriction of left turns across the median of West Road
at the funeral home entrance. Changes in land use of thig
property causing backups on the beltway ramp, may result.1g our
re-evaluation of this interchange and the pot.ntial acquisition

of this property.

I1f you have any questions, please contact Larry Broceto at
333-1350. ‘ : :

Very truly yours,

—~C§E;%§;gjfﬂﬁ;fls, Jr., Chief

Engineering Access Permits
Division

LB:maw

cc: Daft, McCune, Walker, Inc.
Mr. J. Ogle

p3-1350 (Fax $333-1041)

My telephons number is 130?

Teletypawriter for impaired Hearing of Speech
more Metro - 5%’2-0451 D.C. Metro — 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Freo

-7555 Baltl
%63 707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717

Dear Mr. Haines:

After reviewing the submitt

_ al for a spec i
approve the crematorium as an accessory usz tiai ?3:r1n% ko
establishment, we offer the following: o

We have forwarded this plan to our ProJe¢t Deve1opment

Section with concern to ou
Tt ALl ierece rrreaieyd r futy?e_Bgltway ;mproyementa and how

We will forward revised com .
1 ; ments once they are
Also, we will need two additional copies of thga pla;eggivig;iew

If you have any questions, contact Larry_Brocato (333-1350)

Very truly yours,

reston J. Mills, Jr. Chief

Eggineering Access Permits
Division

LB/es

cc: Daft McCune, Walker Inc.
Mr. J. Ogle

My telephone number is (301) J333-13580

Telotypewriter for 1
383-7 or Impaired Hearing or S
555 Ballln;%tre :etro - 565-0451D.C. Meatro - 1-8(:02492-.53?2“Stmwldo Toll
orth Caivert 5t., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717 Free

coNL

Pursuant to your request, the referenced property has been surveyed by
this Bureau and the comments below are applicable and required to be
corrected or incorporated into the final plans for the property.

7. The Fire Prevention Bureau has no commenhts at this time.

il il 5
REVIEWER: -k Approved 1L
reau

PlaZhit? Group Fide Pr&vention BU
Spetial/ Inspection pivision

JK/KEK

{5
Baltimore County y
Department of Public Works
Bureau of Traffic Engineering
Courts Building, Suite 403
Towson, Maryland 21204
(301) 887-3554

July 31, 1989

Mr. J. Robert Haines
Zoning Commissioner
County Office Building
Towson, MD 21204

Dear Mr. Haines:

The Bureau of Traffic Engineering has no comments for items number 9,
10, 11, @21 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, and 20.

Very truly yours,

W hanf I

Michael S. Flanigan
Traffic Engineer Associate 11l
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